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Montessori Academy School Newsletter 

I am in gratitude for all the love and support Krista and I have received this past 
month and especially this week as our Mom struggled with Alzheimer’s and the 
recurrence of cancer.  We had intended to be at the fabulous Wine and Cheese 
Event, but instead rushed to our Mom’s side to hold her hand in her last hours. 

She was an amazing mother and our mentor! She leaves her mark on our school, 
as she started our first Special Education Department. Our Dad remains as an 

active member on our Executive Board; we have shared your love and support 
with him. 

Now back to business and having an awesome October! 

Homework:  When homework is given, it is not optional. We have much less 
homework than traditional schools. Most classes give the students time in class to 
get started on homework if assigned, but if they don’t get it done in class, they must 
do it at home - it must be completed by the due date. Students that completed the 
Moby Max Math homework over the summer maintained and in some cases 
improved their scores.  

Educational Technology Committee: We had our first Educational Technology 

meeting. Thank you to all attendees. We will be forming some “teams”: Website, 

Curriculum, Infrastructure/Hardware/Security, and Communications are some 

suggestions. We will be having another meeting after Fall Break. If you are 

interested in joining us, please let me know. 

Fall Break: Next week is Fall Break. If you pay tuition and are planning on being at 

school on any day, please make a reservation in the office so we can staff 

appropriately. We try to give our staff extra time off, if possible. Fall Break is a great 

time for family, but it is also a good time to catch up on reading, Moby Max, and 

anything that is outstanding. Check with you child’s teacher if you are concerned. 

School Grade: The state will be releasing school letter grades shortly. There were no 

letter grades last year (when our scores were very good). This year the state is 

implementing a new system using a variety of measures to rank a school, such as 

AZMerit growth and proficiency, acceleration, and specific population’s proficiency. 

You can find more information on the ADE.az.gov website. What this system does 

not measure is our individualized programs and our school culture and climate. We 

are proud of the work our teachers and students are doing. We continue to focus on 

using our math skills (word problems every day) and have added additional typing to 

our programs (1
st

-8
th

).  We are already seeing growth in our early assessments and 

our student’s critical thinking skills. 

Hometown Fair: Check the website for Hometown Fair information. It is a fantastic 

way to spend a Saturday and support the school. We expect all parents to volunteer 

at either their classroom booth, at one of the bouncers, grill, or help with parking!  

Stay involved – Be a good role model 
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Upcoming 
Events 

 Oct. 3-5           
Picture Days 

 Oct. 4    MS  
Feed My Starving 
Children  

 Oct. 9-13           
Fall Break 

 Oct. 16-20 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

 Oct. 16 4th grade 
Landfill Trip 

 Oct. 20           
Movie Night 
Scorpion Hunt 

 Oct. 25  
Advisory Council 
Mtg. 5:30/school 
closed at 4:30 

 Oct. 28  
Hometown Fair     
2-6 

 Oct. 31 9:00am 
Timeline of Life 
Parade 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

With another month behind us, we are looking forward to cooler weather and many upcoming events. The first of which is Fall 
Break. An activities calendar will be posted on the classroom door this Friday the 6th. Parent Teacher Conferences will be held the 
week after Fall Break, October 16th-20th. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the classroom door by Friday. We would like to meet 
with everyone.  On October 25th, all students must be picked by 4:30. Saturday the 28th will be the annual Hometown Fair. The 
Hometown Fair is a fun event for the whole family and our room parent will have a signup sheet for all parents who want to 
volunteer with crafts and working our booths. Last but not least, Tuesday the 31st is the Timeline of Life Parade.  Please do not 
bring your child dressed in a costume, as we will provide their shirt for the parade. They are at the beginning of the parade so 
please be on time and bring your camera! For the day after Halloween, remember we are a candy free school, please do not put 
candy in lunch boxes it will be sent home. 
 
Amongst all the events we will be learning about Fall, the lifecycle and parts of a pumpkin, roasting seeds, and continue our many 
Montessori lessons: sound recognition, letter recognition, counting, shapes (both 1 and 2 dimensional), and so much more!  We 
can’t wait to share the details with you at you Parent Teacher conference! 
 
Thank you to Jennifer Hartzheim and Krystal Gillis for their help in creating the Wine and Cheese Event. Our gratitude also goes out 
to our co-workers for helping make this event a success. Details on funds raised coming soon. 
 

Toddler News 

October is an exciting month full of activities, adventures and new 
learning opportunities.  We are all embracing the new season and 
enjoying the cooler weather.  Our community is continuing to grow 
as your children are learning and developing so much each day. We 
continue to practice respect, carefulness, peacefulness, and 
kindness in our classrooms. 
 
Our annual Hometown Fair is Saturday, October 28th. Your children 
will have so much fun! We will have games, music, food, and more! 
Each classroom will have an event booth and all proceeds will go 
directly to that class for materials. We will also be auctioning off 
beautiful art projects and crafts. Please plan to come out and 
support your child's class and spend time having fun with our 
entire school community. Your participation and donations will 
make an incredible difference and help our school continue to 
enrich and develop its programs.  
 
Our annual Timeline of Life Parade is on the morning of Tuesday, 
October 31st. The children will be dressing up as different biological 
life forms and marching to the Sport Court where we will listen to 
the Middle School students give speeches on important humans 
that have impacted history. All families are welcome to attend.  
 
Parent-teacher conferences will be held October 16-20th. Please 
sign up with your child's teacher.  
 
A note from Ms. Maher: 
Thank you to Stacy Reinstein for putting our seed Booklets 
together, and for the beautiful bromeliad plant! We appreciate you 
diligence! 
Thank you to Gage and the Overcash family for a new stapler for 
our classroom. 
Thank you to Destany Brennen for taking our class laundry at the 
last minute and returning it right away. 
Thank you to Stacey Reinstein for filling our water jug at the glass 
building and carrying it back to our classroom! 
Thank you to Ashley Liotta for reading with the children every 
week, as always! 
 
A note from Ms. Wylie: 
Thank you to the Olson, Hall, McIntosh, Fischer, and Fitch families 
for coming in to read/work with the children. Your contribution is 
greatly valued.   
Thank you to the Olson family for purchasing a new water jug for 

Early Education News 

our classroom and for doing laundry each week. 
Thank you to the Fitch family for purchasing glitter for our letter sounds and 
writing practice.  
Thank you to Jennifer White for coming to do art with the children.   
Thank you for all of your support in encouraging your child to enter the 
classroom independently. This year has started off beautifully and Ms. Taylor 
and I appreciate your support as we have been settling into our new roles 
and environment.  
 
A note from Ms. Saifer: 
Thank you to Staci Kucker and Dionna Granger for being our room parents 
and helping to organize the Hometown Fair project, games, and donations. 
  
Thank you to Jennifer Hartzheim, Lindsey Carrico, and Janaye Watts for 
organizing the Art Auction/Wine and Cheese Night. We are so grateful for 
your original and inspiring idea...(can't start a fire without a spark...) 
  
Thank you to Staci Kucker, Dionna Granger, Danny Granger, Lia Rowland, 
Kayla Kloc, Jennifer Hartzheim, Jennifer Dunn, Maureen Mullkey, and Jenessa 
Coccaro for coming to read with the children.  
  
Thank you to Jennifer Dunn for donating a CD Player to our classroom. We 
are very much enjoying the music... and movement! 
  
Thank you to the Paul Family for our doing our class laundry each week. 
  
Thank you to Cathy Shields for donating all of the materials for our art 
auction and for volunteering so much of your time, working with the children 
and creating beautiful finishes for the art. Thank you also for coming in early 
to help prepare the classroom and for donating so many beautiful materials 
to our classroom. 
  
The children and teachers from Room 3 are GRATEFUL for all of you and ALL 
you do! 
 
A note from O.D.E. 
Thank you to Jennifer White, Kara Tustin, and Jennifer Dunn for coming to 
help out.  The children loved having you there. 
Thank you to Wendy Fischer for the plant and soil donation.  We can’t wait to 
start out garden!  
                                                        - Early Ed Team 
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October is certainly a busy month with a lot of activities inside and outside the classroom. At this point the children 
have settled into a daily routine and have internalized the classroom’s expectations. The community building that 
each class emphasized at the beginning of the year is starting to bear fruits, as friendships strengthen and 
cooperation across the grade levels naturally occurs. In math and language students progress at their own level. 
Thus, walking into a Montessori classroom can appear as “controlled chaos” as all students might be engaged in a 
different work. For novel studies we will discuss the similarities and differences between non-fiction and fiction 
books with the first graders, analyze different characters in “Winnie the Pooh” with the second graders, and study 
African folktales with the third graders.  
 
Our study of the timeline of life will be so adequately supplemented this month by our traditional Timeline of Life 
Parade.  Please mark your calendars for the parade on October 31st. It is a wonderful opportunity for families to learn 
more about the timeline of life – such an integral part of the Montessori cultural curriculum. Each grade level will 
represent one group of organisms as they made their appearance on our planet. First graders will showcase the 
animals of the Mesozoic Era, second graders will be a variety of plants, and third graders’ choices go further back in 
time, representing early organisms. The students chose their characters last week and are going to work with Ms. 
Maieta in O.D.E. to create costumes.  Since creating the costumes involves creativity, a lot of supplies, and, 
consequently, a little mess, Ms. Maieta welcomes any parental support you can give her during O.D.E. times (9:15 – 
11:00).  
 
October also marks the beginning of our continent studies, inside and outside the classroom. This semester we will 
be learning more about Africa. The students will soon choose a topic for their research project which is to be 
completed at home. The project will involve a written report and an oral/visual presentation given to the class 
(parents are welcome to attend their child’s presentation). A research guide will be sent home at the time your child 
chooses her/his topic. You can facilitate your child’s choice by browsing through possible options together ahead of 
time. A child who has a more vested interest in her/his topic is always going to be more engaged in the project. 
Expectations: first graders choose an animal native to Africa, second graders select a geographic feature, and third 
graders will research an African country.  
 
Parent-teacher-conferences are coming up the week after Fall Break, October 16th – 20th. We will spend time together 
reviewing a short progress report, outlining your child’s current achievements, and address any questions you may 
have. Teachers will send out details about conferences times in the weekly updates. Please take this opportunity to 
personally connect with your child’s teacher.  
 
To end this fantastic month, don’t miss our annual Hometown Fair on Saturday, October 28th. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with friends and family outside the regular hustle of the school day. It is held on our beautiful 
school campus and will feature games, refreshments, and an auction … but most importantly it will be about 
community. Each class will operate a game booth and auction their art piece. Parents run the booth and volunteer 
throughout the Fair – Sign up now! 

 



 
 

  

Happy Fall! We hope everyone is enjoying the cooler temperatures as much as we are. 
 
This month’s virtue is Creativity. Creativity is the power of imagination. Without creativity, life would be boring. We are going to get our 
creative juices flowing right away! Students will be working on a classroom craft project that will be auctioned off at the Hometown Fair on 
October 28th.  
 
School pictures will take place on Thursday, October 5th. For fall pictures, students are required to wear their full uniform. These pictures will 
be used for the yearbook and student ID’s.  
 
Friday, October 6th is the first Mercado of the year! Mercado is a built in micro-economy that is intertwined with the student’s curriculum in 
math and economics. This will be an early release day (11:30) and the beginning of Fall Break.  School resumes on Monday, October 16th, 
which is also the start of Parent/Teacher Conferences. Please look for sign up updates through your email. Please note that we are required 
to meet with all parents, regardless of your student’s academic standings. Conference times are limited to twenty minutes, so please be 
conscious of your starting and ending time. If you would like to continue the discussion, please schedule an additional meeting at a later date. 
Thank you!  
 
Saturday, October 28th from 2:00-6:00pm is our Annual Hometown Fair! This is an excellent opportunity to bring all of your friends and 
family out to show them what an amazing school you attend, all public is welcome. This is also the perfect time to get your volunteer hours in 
for your student’s classroom booth. This event is full of fun and excitement, so we would encourage everyone to attend.  
  
October speeches will be held on Thursday, October 26th at 12:45 on the patio. Our speakers this month will be Kaylee, Evie, Simon R., 
Dominic, Cruz, and Owen. The topic is: If I could change one thing about the world, it would be...  Parents and family members are encouraged 
to show their support by attending!  
 
Tuesday, October 31st is our Montessori version of Halloween, the Timeline of Life Parade.  Parents are invited to observe the students 
rendition of a walk through time, which will feature student-made costumes and written descriptions of the time period they have been 
learning about.   
 
In 6th Grade math, we are working with decimals, practicing using them in common daily activities (like shopping and spending money.) 
Most students are surprised at how much they already know about decimals. This should help prepare them for solving two-step decimal 
equations in higher-level math classes and solving problems involving money in business and financial situations.  
 
In ODE, we are working on building a cave (out of an old tent and paper). Students are also experimenting with different projects to find 
some crafts for our Hometown Fair booth. The ODE classes from all program levels will host a booth together and the money earned will go 
towards the gardening projects around the school.  
 
Science update from Mrs. Berkey: 
4th Grade Science will begin studying about renewable and non-renewable resources and recycling practices. We are going on a field trip to 
the landfill on Monday, October 16th. Although many of us have been to the landfill, a tour of the landfill is filled with information; how the 
planning starts, the layering of trash, sorting, and the capture and use of the methane gas which is released from the trash.  
 
5th Grade students will be studying our solar system and the planets. We will also explore the Earth's rotation and gravity. Students are 
working in small groups to put together booklets of the Inner Planets, Outer Planets, or Elements in our Solar System. 
 
6th Grade students will be studying the composition of the Earth, the Atmosphere, and the Sun. There will be a model of the Earth and its 
layers, a poster of the atmosphere, and a booklet on the sun. 
 
Reminders: No swimming for P.E. after Fall Break.  Please make sure your child wears or brings tennis shoes for P.E. (Tuesdays) Jackets must 
be in line with the dress code in order to be worn in class.   
 
Room 9 would like to thank Bonnie Brewer for grading the weekly Mad Minutes and The Bowers Family for keeping our dusting rags clean! 
 
Room 10 would like to thank Amber David for volunteering in the classroom and the Roldan Family for washing our classroom laundry. 

 
 -Senior Elementary Team  

 

Senior Elementary News 



 
 

 

 

Middle School is looking forward to an exciting October. The week of October 2nd is the last week of Cycle 1. We will be finishing up 
major exams and projects in all of our classes this week. Cycle grades will be final as of Friday. October 6th. Please see below for specific 
information about upcoming events in Middle School. 
 
On Wednesday, October 4th, we will be volunteering at Feed My Starving Children.   
 
Hometown Fair - Middle School will be participating in this year's Hometown Fair in several ways.   We will be reprising our famous 
haunted house this year. We are accepting monetary donations to contribute to both the craft and haunted house, as well as Halloween 
decoration donations for the Haunted House. 
 
Timeline of Life - The annual Timeline of Life Parade will be on October 31st. Our students will be researching Presidents of the United 
States, writing a biographical essay, and presenting their work, in costume, at the parade.   
 
Middle School Dance - Thursday, November 2nd 6-8.  Dance Theme is Masquerade Ball.    
 
Land Lab #2 -  November 6 – 9.   ($240 due November 1st) 
 
Cycle 2 Theme is Structure 
Algebra - Quiz this Friday over linear equation characteristics. Next week we will finish chapter 4 and take our chapter test over linear 
functions on October 6th. After fall break we will begin work in chapter 5. We will explore systems of equations and inequalities.  
  
7th Grade Math - We have a quiz this Friday which will include operations involving decimals and adding / subtracting fraction. Next 
week, we will finish up chapter 3 and take a text over it on Friday, 10/6. Chapter 3 includes performing operations on both decimals and 
fractions. When we return from fall break our class will begin working on proportional relationship explored in chapter 4.  
 
Pre-Algebra – We will be continuing Chapter 3 which deals with Exponents: Integer exponents, properties of exponents, scientific 
notation, operating with Scientific notation, multiply and divide numbers in scientific notation. Roots: squares and square roots, 
estimating square roots, explore cube roots, evaluate powers and roots, the real numbers, identifying and graphing irrational numbers, 
explore right triangles, the Pythagorean theorem, explore the converse of the Pythagorean theorem, and applying the Pythagorean 
theorem and it’s converse. 
 
 Social World: We will be reviewing the different ideas regarding forms of government, and then we will examine the government of 
the United States, which is a representative constitutional democracy. The United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights are two of 
the important documents that we will examine this month. 
Literature:  We will complete the anthology book “Lean on Me” and we will begin reading the novel “The Giver.”  
 
Heroic Journey  
We will be reviewing passport lessons.   
Lessons: 

10/18 Being an Ally to others  
10/25 Understanding how I fit in  
 

Reminder: That the “Walking in Another’s Shoes” activity needs to be completed by October 22nd.        
 
Middle School Parents Reminders:  
The students work hard and they need nutrition to do this. Please make sure they bring a lunch or order a lunch online.   
We have had quite a few students turning in their homework late!  Each day, we go through each homework assignments with the 
students as they fill out their planners, answer any questions they have, as well as giving them tips on how to stay on task and not fall 
behind.   
Designate a time and place for your child to do homework; chunk homework time using a timer.  Set the timer for 20 minutes.  Students 
will work on an assignment for 20 minutes, and when the timer goes off they take a brief break (i.e. they take a stroll in the backyard, 
get a drink, have a small snack, use the bathroom, etc.) which should be no more than 5 minutes.  Then set the timer again, and they can 
work on another subject area’s assignment.  If a student finishes an assignment halfway through the 20 minutes, they can take out 
another assignment to work on until the timer goes off. “Routine is the essence of a child’s life.” -Jerry L. Parks 
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.  Thank you for your support! 

 

Middle School News 
 


