
Greetings Everyone, 
Here’s a excerpt from my Principal Update, which you can read in its entirety online here.  

 Tax Credit Drive is in full force!  We have collected just under $25,000.  Our goal is 
$100,000- it is possible when we work together. 

 Summer: There are great choices for summer: http://www.montessoriacademyaz.org/
smartcamp.html 

 SMART Camp is Montessori! It is for Toddlers (18 months – 3 years).  

 Cactus Day Camp is active!  Want a traditional Day Camp with A LOT of Action?  

 Accelerated Math Courses are for qualified students. 

 Tutoring is available for K-8th grade students needing specialized help.  

 Lexia is an excellent online reading program for all levels. 

 DID YOU KNOW? Our own Catherine Saifer has teamed up with Lisa Brazsky and Simply-
SOLD Realty?  

 Box Tops – find them, cut them out, and send them to school. It’s a great fundraiser! 

 Advisory Council – Annual Governing Board Meeting: Wednesday, March 22nd at 5:30pm, 
Rm 11.  It is our Annual “State of the School”. The agenda is posted in the front office and 
on our website.  

 Science Fair: The Science Fair was great! 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students judged by 
local scientists.  

 Enrollment: We are currently in Open Enrollment which is first come first served. We have 
waitlists for 4 year olds, 1st grade, 4th grade, and 6th grade. We 
are almost full in 2nd, 3rd, 5th, and 7th grades.  

 Spring Break – March 13-17: Catch up work. Have fun! 

Warmest Regards,  

Juli  
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Albert Einstein 

Born March 14th in 

Germany. Did not 

talk until age 4.  

Loved magnetism. 

Was once told he 

would amount to 

nothing. Received 

a box of science 

and math books at 

age 10. Published 

1st scientific paper 

at age 16. He could 

not swim and never 

(rarely) wore 

socks! He loved 

sailboats and sail-

ing. Presented the 

Theory of Relativ-

ity at age 35. Won 

the Nobel Prize for 

Physics at age 41. 

Learned to play the 

piano and violin. 

He said that imagi-

nation was more 

important than 

knowledge. He had 

3 children. He died 

at age 76 in 1955, 

and was named 

Person of the Cen-

tury in 1999. 
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As we begin a new month we are excited to an-

nounce that The Great Arizona Puppet Theater will 

be coming to the toddler class to perform Old Mac 

Donald on March 6th. This has become a yearly 

event for our class that takes place in lieu of a field 

trip. If you are interested in joining us for the per-

formance please contact us in advance at 

Lindsey.carrico@montessoriacademyaz.org 

 

On March 9 and 10th Mrs. Carrico and I will be out 

of the classroom. We will be attending the American 

Montessori Society annual conference in San Diego. 

Miss Taylor, Miss Barbara and Miss Coral will be 

keeping the classroom on track in our absence.   

 

Spring break is March 13-17; we will have a reserva-

tion sign-up sheet on our door. Please remember that 

this is not a normal Montessori work week.  Progress 

reports will be given out during this time but Parent 

teacher conferences are only for those who have 

been emailed directly. 

 

This month we will be gardening and learning about 

the life cycle of plants. It is our hope to plant 6 rose 

bushes in our back garden. The idea is that we will 

be able to prune our garden and use the roses in the 

classroom for flower arranging work. It will be a 

wonderful resource for our classroom and we need 

volunteers to bring in the rose bushes and help our 

students to plant. In addition we will need a few 

more large bags of soil to refresh the garden bed in 

preparation of planting. The children love gardening 

and learning about nature and this could fulfill last 

min parent volunteer hrs.   

 

Please make sure you check out our wish list below 

if you still need parent volunteer hours. 

 

https://signup.com/client/

invita-

tion/6e58220eca46e09633812f4365087c6a1a28f6f7

/1801698/true#!1801698/true/false 

 

-Toddler Team 
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MA School Uniforms 
 

Click on the image below for complete information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order school uniforms and  
School Spiritwear online from epluno 
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This semester is going by fast and we can’t believe it 

is already March. The children are busy working and 

learning new things. 

This month we will be studying Dr. Seuss and Bot-

any. We will be working with the botany cabinet and 

creating leaf booklets. 

We have some exciting and fun activities planned for 

Dr. Seuss. Each day we will read a different Dr. 

Seuss book and the children may bring in their favor-

ite book by Dr. Seuss. 

On March 31st to end our study of Dr. Seuss the chil-

dren will get to dress up like their favorite character 

from a Dr. Seuss book. Start thinking now about what 

you would like to be and have fun and be creative. 

Our novel study for this month will be Ira Sleeps 

Over. 

 

The virtue for the month will be Perseverance. 

 

A few things to remember: 

 Spring Break will be March 13-17th. Please make 

your reservations in the front office. 

 Please remember to help your child clean out 

their cubby each day. 

 Please pack any utensils your child may need for 

their lunch. 

 Please label all jackets. 

 

A note from Ms. Maher: 

 Thank you to Mrs. Joffe for the felt hearts. 

 Thank you to Jennifer Dunn for the water jug and 

for reading with the children and the pencil sharp-

eners. 

 Thank you to Cheryl McCoy for the basil, thyme, 

and oregano plants. 

 Thank you to Abby Martinez for tracing conti-

nents. 

 Thank you to Jennifer Kennan for the new hang-

ers. 

 Thank you to Lily Lemons for working in our 

classroom and reading with the children. 

 

A note from Mrs. Headley: 

 Thank you for all the wonderful citrus for our 

squeezing work. The children love it. 

 Thank you to the Olsen family for washing our 

classroom rugs each week. 

 Thank you to all the families for providing 

healthy snacks. 

 

A note from Ms. Saifer: 

 A BIG, HUGE thank you to Dionna Granger 

for deep cleaning our classroom EVERY 

month!!! 

 Thank you to the Prince, Baydoun, and Walters 

families for helping with our class laundry. 

 Thank you to Staci Kucker, Dionna Granger, 

Madison Prince, Sandra Caldwell, Lindsay 

Hagemeyer, and Lia Rowland for coming to 

read with the children in our class.  

 Thank you to all of the families who donate 

healthy snacks, fresh flowers, and fresh apples 

to our classroom. 

  

We appreciate you!! 

 
-Early Education Team 
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MA Smiles with Amazon 
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http://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-2990833


"The satisfaction which they find in their work has 

given them a grace and ease like that which comes 

from mu-sic." - Dr. Maria Montessori 

 

During this time of year, the classroom is humming 

with the sound of children hard at work. We hope to 

hold off “Spring Fever” for a little while longer. Just 

before Spring Break, which is March 13-17, is our 

first Mercado of 2017. We are certain all students 

will be excited to participate; however, we do not 

want important information to be overlooked. 

 

Progress Reports will be sent out after Spring Break, 

accompanied by your child’s Asia Research Project 

instructions. We advise beginning this project sooner 

than later. If you have questions regarding the as-

signment, we will gladly answer them at Parent Con-

ferences which are scheduled for the week after 

Spring Break. Details and meeting times will be 

communicated by each classroom teacher. 

 

We are soon coming upon the end of the Third Quar-

ter. It is amazing to see how much every student has 

accomplished so much within this time. The science 

fair projects presented by each student were exciting 

to listen to and learn from- it was evident that each 

student worked hard to understand the concept they 

had selected and put the necessary time and effort 

into their respective projects. 

 

We want to thank each and every parent who has 

given of their time and talents in each of the class-

rooms to assist in many different ways throughout 

the month. Spelling test help, Mad Minutes grading, 

clean rugs, animal care and reading buddies are all 

an amazing help throughout the week. We want to 

send out a huge THANK YOU to all the parents, 

grandparents, aunts and uncles, who come into our 

classrooms and assist us.  

 

-Junior Elementary Team 
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https://lunchlady.orderlunches.com/ 
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Good day, Senior Elementary parents! March has 

quickly arrived and the year seems to be moving 

faster as we approach the end. However there are 

still many things to accomplish and much growth to 

be made. 

 

Congratulations to all of the winners of the Science 

Fair! We are proud of how well all of the students 

did and how they raised the bar this year with the 

quality of their projects and reports. Thank you Ms. 

Berkey and Ms. Kaila for all of your hard work and 

commitment to helping our children succeed. The 

students seem excited to represent Montessori Acad-

emy at the state level in April, and we will be here 

with our pom-poms cheering them on! The Science 

and Engineering Fair is open to the public, so if you 

have time to stop by and show your support, please 

do. 

 

Congratulations Atreyu Valdez for representing 

Montessori Academy at the Regional Spelling Bee! 

We are proud to share that this spunky fourth grader 

made it to the third round. This is a feat to be proud 

of as representatives in the past have not made it thus 

far. Being intrigued by the process Atreyu stayed to 

watch the entire bee and then congratulated fellow 

competitors at the end. We are looking forward to 

seeing what the future holds for this buzzing speller. 

 

If you have not heard, which I think it would be hard 

to miss; Spring Break is the week of March 13-17th. 

We hope that everyone enjoys some time off and 

catches up on some rest and relaxation. If students 

find themselves being “bored”, we always welcome 

them to practice their math facts or work on Moby 

Max!  

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held the week of 

March 20-24th. Conferences will be held as needed, 

however if you would like to meet with your teacher, 

please contact them directly. 

Speeches will be held on Thursday, March 30th at 

12:30 on the lunch patio. The topic this month is, 

“If you were to be an animal, which would you 

choose and why?”  We look forward to hearing 

from our speakers: Mariska, Quincy, Taran, Leyla, 

Gabrielle,Andrei, and Paulina! Good luck! 

Happy March!  

-Senior Elementary Team 
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Guests overwhelming you? 
 

Click on the image below for complete information. 

MA Advisory Council 
Click on the image below for complete information. 
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Cycle #3 - Identity 

 

Natural World- During the month of March, we will be 

finishing cycle 3 with a test on ecosystems and relation-

ships on Wednesday, March 8th. Following the break, we 

will be continuing to focus on human effects on the sur-

rounding environment! This will include human factors 

and our overall impact on the planet. This will build on 

the ecosystem material from February, and will be help-

ful when we begin to hypothesize possible solutions to 

counter this impact. 

  

Science AIMS- We will be preparing for science AIMS 

in natural world when we come back from break. The 

science AIMS exam is March 28th! 

  

Science Fair- Science fair is officially past, but those who 

received a first place score have the opportunity to go to 

state! The state science fair is April 12th at Phoenix Con-

vention Center. Please contact me directly at han-

nah.winters@montessoriacademyaz.org if your child is 

planning to attend! 

  

Algebra- We will be finishing chapter 7 with a test on 

Thursday, March 9th. After spring break we will be con-

tinuing onto chapter 8, which will build on factoring as 

we move into factoring polynomials! 

  

Writing World - In March we will be focusing on differ-

ent writing elements of the five paragraph essay to pre-

pare for the Azmerit/ Aims testing. We will continue to 

work on Daily Oral Language, Roots/ Vocabulary, and 

paragraph editing. 

  

Culture / Art - Students will continue working on their 

poetry portfolios which includes an original poem that 

will be recited at the in early May at our Spring Art Fair. 

  

Social World - We will study Economics and the major 

systems used in the world today. 

  

Geography - We will map Australia and the Pacific Re-

gion. 

  

7th Grade Math - Chapter 9:  Measurement and Geome-

try, Section 1-3,  Perimeter, Circumference, and Area 

We will study the perimeter of figures and circumfer-

ence of circles.  We will also be learning how to find the 

area of circles and composite figures. 

  

Pre-Algebra - Chapter 7 Multi-Step Equations: Solving 

Linear Equations 

We will learn how to combine like terms in order to sim-

plify an expression. We will learn that although combin-

ing like terms changes the way an expression looks, the 

value of the expression stays the same.  We will also 

learn to solve equations where there is more than one 

variable term on the same side of an equation by using 

the Distributive Property. We will also learn to solve 

equations with variables on both sides of the equal sign 

using inverse operations to get all the variables on one 

side and then solve. 

  

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Wednesday, March 22, 2017 or Thursday, March 23, 

2017 

4:00-6:00 pm, Room 12, 13, 15 

 

Come to Montessori Academy Middle School and re-

ceive your student’s Cycle 3 Progress Report with the 

opportunity to speak with his or her Teachers. 

 

-Middle School Team 
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