
Greetings Everyone, 
Here’s a preview of my Principal Update, which you can read in its entirety online here.  

 Shining Stars Gala: Thank you to our fabulous commit-
tee and supporters. Thank you to those who jumped in 
to help wrap baskets, set up the event, or work the eve-
ning of the event! We raised approximately $14,000., all 
because of YOU, our supporters! 

 Advisory Council Meeting: Wednesday, April 20th, at 
5:30pm, Rm 11. This will be our annual State of the 
School meeting. 

 Fine Arts Day is Thursday, April 22nd 

 Science Fair: We have 10 1st Place winners competing in Arizona Technology & Engineering Fair 

 AZ Merit testing is almost over for grades 3rd-8th. We are completing make-up testing now.   

 The Science AIMS test for 4th and 8th graders will be on Tuesday, April 12th.  Get a good 
night’s sleep and eat a healthy breakfast.  We will administer the test in one day – 2 sessions. 

 Our Challenge: Did you know that public charter schools are paid approximately $1500/year 
less than traditional public schools per student? We gratefully accept donations year-round. 

 We have info at the front desk regarding Proposition 123. This will help Charter School funding! 

 Fall School Enrollment: We are now in Open Enrollment on a first-come, first-served basis.  

 Summer: Get started on your summer plans! Lock in the fun! SMART Camp is Montessori! Cac-
tus Day Camp is active!  

 Accelerated Math Courses are available. 

 Tutoring is available for K-8th grade students. 

 Lexia is an excellent online reading program for all levels.  

 Mathtopia is our newest creation. More information coming shortly! 

Warmest Regards,  

Juli  
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Did you know? 

APRIL 

In the initial 

Roman calendar 

April was the 

second month of 

the year until 

January and 

February were 

added in 700 

BC. It is thought 

that the name 

April comes 

from the Latin 

word "to open" 

and describes 

the trees 

opening at 

springtime. It 

could also be 

that the name 
comes from the 
Greek goddess 

Aphrodite. April 

is a time of 

planting and 

spring cleaning. 

Volume 3  Issue 8 

April 2016  

© Montessori Academy Inc. All rights reserved. www.montessoriacademyaz.org (rev.2016-04-06) 
Montessori Academy is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Please remember us in your annual charitable giving and estate planning.  

http://www.montessoriacademyaz.org/publications/principal/2016-04-06_Principal_Update.pdf
http://www.montessoriacademyaz.org/benefactor.html
http://www.montessoriacademyaz.org/
http://www.montessoriacademyaz.org
http://www.montessoriacademyaz.org/ssg.html


April will be a busy month for us.  

 

Last month the toddlers had a wonderful time learn-

ing all about how plants grow. They even had the 

opportunity to plant many types of beans and watch 

them transform from a seed into a plant. We ob-

served the roots, seedlings, stems, and leaves. We 

also learned about how the plant gets water from the 

root system and how it makes food through photo-

synthesis.  

 

 

 

 

As you may already know, we will be learning all 

about the life cycle of a butterfly this month. In pre-

vious years we have had the opportunity to observe 

the caterpillars’ transformation right in the class-

room. We are hopeful that we will receive caterpil-

lars this month. We already have 2 butterfly habi-

tats, just no caterpillars.  

 

https://www.google.com/?

gws_rd=ssl#q=caterpillar+larvae&safe=active&tbm=shop&sp

d=2043076095180113671  
       

 

-Toddler Team 
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This month our theme will be Farm Animals. We will 

learn all about farms and the animals that are found 

on farms. 

 

Our novel study for this month will be Where the 

Wild Things Are. We have some exciting activities 

for this novel study. 

 

Kindergartners have started Spanish class every Fri-

day with Mrs. Headley. They are excited to learn 

Spanish. We have started with learning the colors and 

will continue with numbers, animals, and simple 

phrases and greetings. Ask them to share with you 

what they have learned. 

 

Kindergartners will be going on their annual fieldtrip 

to the Phoenix Zoo on April 13th. We will be looking 

for 2 kindergarten parents from each class to drive. If 

you would be willing to drive please see Mrs. 

Headley. Admission to the zoo for parent drivers will 

be $5.00. The kindergartners will need to bring the 

following labeled with their names: a backpack, a 

water bottle, a hat, sunscreen, and a sack lunch that 

can be thrown away when finished eating. 

 

A note from Ms. Maher: 

 Thank you to all who donated to our class basket. 

 Thank you Tiffany Banks for the hard boiled eggs 

for the children to color. 

 Thank you to all parents for always providing 

yummy and healthy snacks. 

 

A note from Mrs. Headley: 

 Thank you to all who donated to our class Gar-

dening Basket. It looks amazing! Your generosity 

is greatly appreciated. 

 Thank you for all the General Store donations. 

 

A note form Ms. Saifer: 

 A big thank you to Staci Kucker for all your hard 

work on our class basket. 

 Thank you to all who donated to our basket. 

 Thank you to the Granger, Olivier, Stell, Kucker 

families for reading with the children. 

 Thank you to Bledsoe family for doing our laun-

dry. 

 

Happy Spring! 

 

-Early Education Team 
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As of April 1st, there were only 40 days of school left. 

We have so little time and so much to do!  

During this month, students will continue to study flower-

ing plants, mammals, Africa, as well as, the sun and the 

Earth. New topics that will be introduced this month and 

continue into May will be, composition of the Earth, edi-

ble parts of plants, Native Americans, Explorers, Early 

Americans and Colonies.  

 

In April, there are several significant events. 

  - April 22nd is Green Day. We hope your child wears 

their 2016 Green Day shirt on this day. If your child does 

not have a Montessori Academy Green Day shirt, they 

are available through the front office. Students may also 

wear a green colored t-shirt on this day. Students will 

have discussions in their classrooms about the importance 

of recycling, reducing and reusing. 

  - On the evening of April 22nd, students will participate 

in Fine Arts Night. Students and parents will enjoy per-

formances by program levels, as well as, a school talent 

show. Student art will also be displayed and food & 

drinks will be available for purchase. 

 - Following Fine Arts Night, April 22nd, will be Movie 

Night. The movie presentation will be Big Hero Six. Re-

freshments will be sold and all proceeds will benefit Sen-

ior Elementary's Big Trip. 

 -All Junior Elementary students have the written portion 

of their African projects due on May 2nd. Presentations 

begin on the May 2nd, and will continue over the follow-

ing week. The teachers will have a schedule with specific 

dates. 

  

Room 6 

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers: 

Spelling tester:Tiffany Banks 

Mercado Banker: Dominique Sparacino and Shannon 

Behrend 

Mad minute grader: Bonnie Brewer 

I want to send out a special you to every family who con-

tributed to our amazing Star Wars themed Gala basket!  

Also, our classroom is looking for a few parent volun-

teers to become weekly reading buddies and occasional 

classroom organizers. Please email me if you would like 

to become involved in these volunteer opportunities. As 

always, thank you for your continued support! 

  

Room 7 

Thank you to all of our volunteers: 

Reading Buddies/Room support: Rebekah Runnels, 

Cherryl Runnels, Emma Amdal, Karen Handy-Anderson, 

Lonna Kelly, and Staci Kucker 

tank water procurers: Brett and Tiffany Archer 

spelling tester: Pallavi Lal 

Bianca Guzman for donating pencil sharpeners, a ther-

mometer, and other special items to our classroom. 

Thank you to all of the third grade parents for getting 

your kids through AZMerit testing! We did it!! 

Thank you for all the support you offer in the classroom 

and the great conferences that I was able to have.  I love 

getting to talk to parents. Please let me know if you 

would still like to meet.  

  

Room 8 

Thank you all so very much for the wonderful donations 

for the Shining Stars Gala auction basket for Room 8. 

We received a great assortment of items which we were 

then able to create TWO baskets with! The themes are 

Legos and Star Wars, which I know every student was 

enthusiastic about. Let the bidding begin! 

We have also been working diligently on many different 

works such as mammals, flowering plants, verbs, and 

adverbs. Every student has been focused on doing their 

personal best and learning how to make meaningful, pro-

ductive choices both in and out of the classroom. 

Lastly- a huge round of applause for all of the support 

and help both in and out of the classroom this past month 

from the following families: The Murtland Family, The 

Acken Family, The Roldan Family, The Lynch Family 

  

-Junior Elementary Team 
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As the end of the school year gradually peeks around the 

corner, the classrooms are full of minds turning.  

  

Standardized testing is almost complete and we greatly 

appreciate the support from all of our families. Thank you 

for making sure that all of your children arrived to school 

on time with plenty of rest and full bellies. We are proud 

of all the students for working so hard and trying their 

best on the tests. Typically test results are returned to the 

school during summer and we will distribute them to par-

ents as soon as possible.  

 

The "Big Trip" is quickly approaching and information 

will be coming home soon. Towards the end of the month 

there will be a mandatory meeting for at least one parent 

and all students to attend. At this meeting we will cover 

itinerary, travel, rules, and other pertinent information.  

 

A reminder that Speeches will be held on Thursday, April 

7th at 12:30pm on the lunch patio.  

 

On Thursday, April 21st Senior Elementary will be taking 

a field trip to the Capital Building!! We are excited to go 

and have made arrangements for Ms. Wright to meet us 

there. This will be an all day trip and students will need to 

be at school by 8:30am with a sack lunch. We are is 

search of drivers for this trip, so if you are available and 

interested please notify your lead teacher. We will need 

approximately 10-15 drivers to make sure that everyone 

is transported safely.  

 

Friday, April 22nd is an important day for Montessori 

Academy, with many events taking place. The day will 

start with some activities taking place in the classrooms to 

celebrate Earth Day. In the evening, starting at 5:00pm, 

there will be Fine Arts Night. Fine Arts Night will include 

a talent show, performance from Senior Elementary, bal-

let from the Ballet Class, and a swing performance from 

Middle School. Following Fine Arts Night will be Movie 

Night, featuring "Big Hero 6".  

  

This month Senior Elementary will begin their end of the 

year research papers. Fourth graders will creating re-

search papers on the great state of Arizona. Although all 

of the fourth graders are researching the same state, they 

will have different presentation topics. Fifth years topic 

will be on a state of their choice and the sixth years re-

search topic is Ancient Civilizations. All research papers 

will be due on Friday, May 13th and presentations will 

take place the week of May 16th- 20th. Family and 

friends are welcome to attend.  

  

Senior Elementary would like to send thank you’s out 

Maieta Clark, Rima Abdouni, Lisa Brazsky, and De-

Graff Berkey for your continued support in the class-

rooms. 

  

Have an amazing April! 

 

-Senior Elementary Team 
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Curriculum 
 

Spanish: In April, we will finish up our study of Spanish ad-

jectives and begin a more cultural unit focusing on the diver-

sity of the Spanish-speaking world. We will also be introduced 

to one of the most important Spanish verbs: Ser. 

Geometry: This month we will finish our study of Circles and 

will revisit the concept of Transformational Geometry at the 

end of the month. 

Algebra: This month, we will complete Chapter 8, focusing on 

Quadratic Functions and will begin studying Exponential 

Functions in Chapter 9. 

Natural World: In April we will conduct an investigation to 

"solve a case" using sediment samples. This project will be 

done at school in groups, and students will receive a Lab Re-

port to fill in with their hypothesis, data, and conclusions, and 

turn in on April 11th. We will then move on to study processes 

of the Earth's formation, including, erosion, deposition, volcan-

ism and lithospheric plate movements. 

Social World:   Industrial Revolution in America  

Economic Growth  

•    how industry along with an increase in immigration 

changed Northern  

•    examine the advances in technology and communication 

that shaped the economy of the North 

•    explore how settlement expanded in the South 

•    Determine why economy of the South relied on agriculture  

Westward Bound 

•    How Western Settlement affected the nation’s economy and 

politics 

•    Advances in transportation in the 1800s 

Unity and Sectionalism 

•    Describe why sectional differences grew in the 1820s 

•    Effects the Monroe Doctrine had on foreign policy 

Inventions 

•    Inventors 

•    New inventions promoted economic growth 

•    How labor saving inventions affected life 

Literature: We will be working on our “Future Directions” 

anthology for one more week and then we start reading the 

novel “On the Wings of Heroes.” Students are expected to read 

one chapter a night and I encourage students to not read ahead 

of the class, so we can all participate in the class discussion.   

Pre Algebra: We will be working on Chapter 9 which deals 

with Scatter Plots, Linear Best Models, and Linear Functions. 

We will also be working on our annual Pre Algebra song 

every Friday until the school year ends.  The kids change the 

lyrics to a popular song and create lyrics that have to do with 

Math. We will be working on a song called “Congruent Para-

dise” loosely based off of “Gangsta’s Paradise”   

Heroic Journey: The Council of elders is on April 21. We are 

sending a separate Heroic Journey email because there are so 

many things going on with HJ for this month.  

High Ropes Trip: We are leaving the morning of Monday 

April 25th to Camp Pinerock and returning from Camp Pin-

erock on Tuesday April 26th in the afternoon.  

Spring Dance: Will be held on Thursday, April 7th from 6-

8pm at Mission Montessori. Mission Montessori is located on 

4530 E. Gold Dust ave Phoenix, Az 85028 

Spring Talent Show : If you have a talent that you would like 

to share with everyone during our Spring Talent Show on 

April 22nd from 5-7pm then you can come and tryout at the 

Middle School on April 4th or 5th from 3:30-4:30.  

Middle School students are required to participate in the talent 

show because they are performing a piece for Culture class. 

Also, during the next few weeks, several middle school stu-

dents are taking part of a percussion piece led by me that we 

will write together and perform for the Spring Talent Show. If 

you know that your child cannot attend we will make other 

arrangements for them to participate.   

Tutorials: There will be no tutorials on Monday April 4th or 

Tuesday April 5th because of the Spring Talent Show tryouts. 

Tutorials will resume on Wednesday April 6th and on Thurs-

day April 7th. 

 

-Middle School Team 
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1. Order lunches online at www.bluewillocafe.com 

2. All orders need to be placed by Noon on Saturdays to receive 

lunch for the next week.  

3. Order by the month, by week, or certain days.  

4. Make sure to remember to not order lunches if your child will 

be out for Field Trip, Land Lab, Big Trip, or similar. 

5. All questions or concerns about the School Lunch Program 

should be directed by email to Blue Willo Café:  

info@bluewillocafe.com 
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