
Greetings Everyone, 
Here’s a preview of my Principal Update, which you can read in its entirety online here.  

 The State Board of Charter Schools reports: Charter Students Rise Above State Average on AzMERIT. 

Congratulations! Arizona’s charter students outperformed the state average in reading and math by nearly 10 

percent in every grade level.  

1. How did we compare?  On the English Language Arts test, all grades 3rd – 8th outperformed the state aver-

age.   

2. The students in 5th grade – 8th grade met or exceeded the state average on the Mathematics test.   

3. Thank you to those parents that DO provide assistance on homework completion! 

4. AZMerit test scores are available for pick up at the front office. 

 

 Facility Update:  Room 11 fascia was repaired and building was painted. Repairs were also completed on the 

building containing Room 14 and 15. They will be painted over Winter break.  The small pool renovation is 

complete. The large pool will be addressed in the coming year. Thank you to the Clarks, the Dahls, and any 

others that have joined them on their quest to quiet the scorpion population and keep our classrooms safe. 

Thanks to the many parents who have volunteered to help on the weekends.  If you would like to be on the Fa-

cilities Committee, please email me! They will be meeting in January. 

 

 Security Reminders: 

1. All gates to the main campus will be locked at 8:30am. Students that are late will still get a late       

pass in the front office, but will now be escorted to the locked gate for entry. Please be on time! 

2. Step inside for more updates! 

 

 2015 AZ Tax Credit time is upon us! This is a Win-Win for you and the school. If you pay Arizona State 

Taxes – pay them to the school ($200 single, $400 married) instead of the government, and see your tax dollars 

at work. 

 The MA Teacher’s Fund is another fine way to make a donation to the school and to let teachers know you 

think they are terrific! Visit the MA website’s Benefactors Page and help support your teachers! 

 The Uniform Store remains open for you to order the warmer uniform items.  We will also be making a spirit 

wear order this week.  So stock up on your sweatshirts now! 

 

Warmest Regards,  

Juli  
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Happy Holidays Everyone! 

 

Since December is one of the shortest academic months 

of the school year we are in full swing preparing for the 

holidays. All of our students have been gluing, painting 

and glittering everything in sight.  

 

We are all excited for the Great Arizona Puppet Theater 

to come and perform in our classroom next week, if any 

parents would like to help volunteer on that day we 

would love you have you join us. 

 

I would like to thank all of the parents who have volun-

teered to get us new silverware we are so grateful.   

 

One last note of importance; we have a reservation list in 

our classroom for holiday vacation. I am asking every 

parent to confirm their reservation definitively, that way I 

can make a staff schedule and give some of these hard 

working ladies time off over the holiday. With that said I 

will be out of the classroom during the break, this means 

it will not be a traditional Montessori work day. There 

will be games, movies, crafts and playtime. If there are 

low numbers Miss Barbara and Miss Sara will be the only 

teachers here. 

 

I hope you have a lovely break and I’ll see you in the 

New Year! 

 

-Toddler Team 
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We can’t believe 2014 is coming to an end. This first se-

mester has gone by fast. We have learned a lot this semes-

ter and are excited for 2015. 

The children enjoyed our biome study of Freshwater. They 

enjoyed learning about all the different fish that live in 

freshwater. They learned about parts of a fish and ob-

served fish in Outdoor Environment. 

This month will learn all about winter. We will have some 

fun and exciting lessons on this season this will be an in-

troduction to our study of seasons in the New Year. 

Our novel study will be Norman the Doorman. 

Our literacy bags will start going home at the first of the 

year. All kindergarten students will receive on and any 

younger students who would like one. If you have a 

younger student and would like a literacy bag please let 

your child’s teacher know. 

Kindergartners will have the opportunity to have a store at 

Mercado. They will each have a turn running the store.  

We will be seeing a puppet show this month by the great 

American Puppet Theater.  

We will be having a musical Cantata this month for all the 

parents in our program. The children are practicing differ-

ent songs on Hanukah, Kwanza, and Christmas.  A special 

invite will come out soon with more details. It will be 

amazing! 

 

A message from Ms. Maher: 

Thank you to all those families who have volunteered in 

our classroom your help is greatly appreciated. 

 

A message from Mrs. Headley: 

Thank you to McCartney and Dwight Hart for deep clean-

ing our classroom. It looks amazing. Thank you for all 

your hard work. Thank you for also volunteering and sing-

ing with the students. 

Thank you to all those who have donated items for our 

general store. We greatly appreciate your donations. 

 

A message from Ms. Saifer: 

Thank you to all of the wonderful families that donate 

beautiful healthy snacks, apples, fresh flowers to our 

class. Thank you to Dionna Granger and Michael Stell 

for coming to read each week. Your time makes a huge 

difference and we appreciate your help so much! Thank 

you to the Hart family for teaching us so many wonder-

ful songs for our Cantata! Thank you to the Walter’s 

Family for washing all of our towels and rugs each 

week. 

 

We want to wish each one of our families a very Merry 

Christmas, Happy Hanukah, and Happy Kwanza. Thank 

you for entrusting us with the education of your chil-

dren. They each hold a special place in our hearts. It is 

an honor to be their teachers! We look forward to what 

2016 will bring!  We also want to wish each one of you 

a Happy New Year! 

 

-Early Education Team 

Page 3 

Early Education News 

© Montessori Academy Inc. All rights reserved. www.montessoriacademyaz.org  
Montessori Academy is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Please remember us in your annual charitable giving and estate planning.  

MA Smiles with Amazon 
 
 

http://www.montessoriacademyaz.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-2990833


Junior Elementary students are wrapping up 2015 with presen-

tations on South America. Parents should know the scheduled 

time for their child’s presentation. It is not a requirement that a 

parent attend the presentation, but are invited to attend. If you 

are attending, please confirm this with the teacher. Some pres-

entations run fast and we would hate to have your child present 

a bit early without you! These presentations are a great founda-

tion for public speaking and provide an opportunity to show 

mastery of research. 

No new culture areas will be presented in December. Students 

will be completing projects and taking semester-end assess-

ments. Report cards will go out the week before Winter Break. 

All students are working diligently to accomplish this semes-

ter's work. We hope each student will come home proud of 

something each day. 

Traditionally, we have the second graders read fairy tales and 

begin composing their own. As a treat, they create their own 

candy cottage while reviewing the geometric solid. Although 

they are the only group to create these delicious and adorable 

homes, we all benefit from the scent of sugary goodness! There 

is no tasting allowed at school. We leave that up to parents.  

Room 6 

Thank you all for your wonderful support of both your children 

and the teachers! Some parents have brought in donations that 

help to improve our class - thanks so much! I have a few, very 

specific, donation opportunities. Please come and see me if you 

are interested in assisting with my aesthetic vision.  

I also want to thank Dominique, Valentino and Atreyu for tak-

ing care of our guinea pig over the Thanksgiving Break.  

Room 7 

We had many volunteers in November. Thank you to our: 

Reading Buddies: Jenny Robertson, Rebekah Runnels, and 

Cherryl Runnels. 

tank water procurers: Brett and Tiffany Archer 

spelling tester: Pallavi Lal 

substitute/classroom support: Emily Pivin 

I always feel like I am missing so many people that deserve 

gratitude and to be acknowledged. So many of you help this 

classroom in little ways. I love having the support from all of 

you knowing how loved these kids are. Thank you for all who 

help make my job easier.   

Room 8 

How time passes! We have just returned from Thanksgiving 

Break and now quickly approaching Winter Break. This week 

we have been enjoying learning more about South American 

land forms and animals through student presentations during 

the afternoons. We are also looking forward to travelling to 

Tolmachoff Farm next week. A big thank you to families who 

have been contributing their time to our school making all of 

this possible! 

-Junior Elementary Team 
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Greetings parents!  

The wonderful month of December is graciously up on. Although 

it is a short month there is much to be accomplished. This month 

students will be at diligently working to wrap up their first semes-

ter curriculum. Report cards will be sent home within the three 

days before winter break. If you have any questions about your 

child's report card please be sure to contact their teacher before the 

break, teachers will be unavailable throughout the holiday season. 

In math we have found that some students are still working on 

memorizing them multiplication facts. I would encourage these 

children to practice them nightly until memorized. In order to 

honor the commitment that we made at the beginning of the year 

for your child to make one years growth, we need your support. 

Please help us by making sure that your child is completing A 

minimum of 20 minutes of Moby Max or reflex math each night. If 

your child is on reflex math they must continue the session until 

the light turns green. This will then accurately measure their pro-

gress, otherwise all work will be lost. 

The sixth-graders are beginning to read diary of an anorexic girl. 

This book has some sensitive content so the teachers will be read-

ing it to the children and carrying out discussion. They will be 

expected to complete a journal a long with this book. 

We hope that everybody has a wonderful holiday season spent 

with Friends and family. This is the time to rejoice and appreciate 

all that you have. 

Mrs. Dixon would like to thank Lisa Brazsky and Kim Brazsky for 

her continued dedication and support of our classroom. She would 

also like to thank Mr. Berkey for coming in and reading with the 

students, as well as working with synergy. Thank you also to miss 

Denise for coming in every Friday and giving students their spell-

ing test! Mrs. Dixon would also like to congratulate Max Odden 

for making it to the junior Olympic team. Way to go Max! 

-Senior Elementary Team 
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Curriculum 
 

 7th Grade Math: Chapter 5 Graphing. We will: 

1. Graph linear relationships  
2. Identify the slope of the line  
3. Identify proportional relationships (y = kx).  
4. Chapter 5 Unit Test will be on Thursday, December 17th.   

 

 Pre Algebra – We are finishing up Chapter 5 so will be doing 

a chapter review on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. The 
Chapter 5 Quiz on Lessons 5-8 will be on Tuesday December 
9th and the Chapter 5 Test will be happening on Thursday 
December 10th. These will be the final exams for the semes-
ter.  

 Algebra: We will be complete Chapter 5 on Monday and will 

be reviewing Chapters 1 to 5 Tuesday and Wednesday. The 
students will have a cumulative exam Thursday, December 
10th. 

 Geometry: We will review Chapter 5 on Monday and have a 

Chapter 5 exam on Tuesday December 8th. We will begin on 
Chapter 6 next Wednesday. 

 Spanish: We will be focusing on nouns and articles next 

week, and will begin reviewing this Cycle's material. 

 Natural World - As we begin Cycle 2, our focus will shift from 

Physics to Chemistry. We will work with properties of matter 
and chemical reactions. 

 Social World:  We will be completing the structures of the 

federal and state governments.  How a bill becomes a law.   

 The students will be writing and performing a skit or rap.  We 

will have a Constitution Scavenger Hunt. 

 Finally, students will create our class constitution.   Unit test 

will be on December 16th.    

 Language Arts:  We will be working on our Persuasive Essay 

concerning an alternate ending for “The Giver”  

 Literature: We are continuing to read and discuss “The Giver”, 

at this point in the book we will need to read two chapters a 
night even through the weekend.  There will be a quiz on 
Tuesday, December 8th and a final test on the whole book on 
Tuesday, December 15th 2015. 

 Heroic Journey: Please make sure that your child is commu-

nicating with their ally once a week and meeting face to face 

once a month. 

 Special Announcement: We need donations of gift wrapping 

supplies (paper/bows/tape) because we are going to gift 
wrapping as a fundraiser the last week of this semester. We 
will be wrapping gifts for parents and staff, by donation. The 
money will help fund our Heroic Journey trips this spring. Ten-
tatively, we will be set up for gift wrapping in front of the 
school office, from 2:30pm to 3:30pm, December 14th-17th. 

 Gift Exchange: On December 18th the middle school will be 

having a gift exchange just for 7th and 8th grade. The minimum 
amount for a gift is 10 dollars and the maximum to spend on a 
gift is 20 dollars. Students can also create an art project for 
their gift as well. The deadline for bringing in a gift will be on 
Wednesday, December 16th.  

 

-Middle School Team 
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1. Order lunches online at www.bluewillocafe.com 

2. All orders need to be placed by Noon on Saturdays to receive 

lunch for the next week.  

3. Order by the month, by week, or certain days.  

4. Make sure to remember to not order lunches if your child will 

be out for Field Trip, Land Lab, Big Trip, or similar. 

5. All questions or concerns about the School Lunch Program 

should be directed by email to Blue Willo Café:  

info@bluewillocafe.com 
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