
  



 

 
 

In the Court 
Arizona students and families from districts and charter schools filed two lawsuits in Maricopa County 
Superior Court challenging Arizona's inequitable school finance system. Due to the judge's ruling at the trial 
court, only the lawsuit filed by charter students and families is moving to the Arizona Court of Appeals. If 
successful, the court will find the current structure of Arizona school finance unconstitutional. The focus then 
shifts to the Capitol. The lawsuit does not seek to raise taxes. Instead, it seeks a basic American principle: 
equality. Due to geography or school choice, some students should not be treated as worth less than other 
students. 

 
At the Capitol 
Funding public schools in Arizona is a state responsibility established in the Arizona Constitution. Students in 
public schools - both charter and district - are inequitably treated by Arizona's current school finance system. 
While the lawsuit is an important step towards creating an equitable student-funding formula, ultimately 
Arizona's elected legislators must reform the state's antiquated funding system, last overhauled in 1980 when 
Arizona's government had only one fax machine. 

 
Facts and Stats 
Since Arizona law allows for robust open enrollment and parental choice, school district boundaries no longer 
define where students must attend public school. But our antiquated law still follows the same, outdated 
funding system based on type of school and location, rather than the money following the student. This law, 
last updated in 1980, inequitably distributes the public dollars spent on K-12 students. Because the state 
legislature only allows funding from bonds and overrides to flow to district students, charter students are 
consistently funded less than their district school peers. Consider these facts: 

 

 On average, charter students 
receive $1,179 less than their 
district peers. 
 

 Charter students rely heavily on 
state funding.  

 

 Charter students do not have the 
"safety net" of local property taxes, 
bonds and overrides. 

 

 In 2014, 73 percent of charter 
schools with two years of letter 
grades either improved their letter 
grade or earned an A (A-Alt) or B (B-
Alt). 

 

Source: Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction 2013-14 Annual Report 
 


