
Montessori Academy Inc 
School Governing Board Committee 

(aka Advisory Council) 

APPROVED Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 20, 2015, 5:30 PM, Rm7 

6050 N Invergordon Rd, Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 

1. Call to Order:  
a. 5:39pm by Acting Chairperson George Quebbeman 

2. Record Member Attendance (roll-call or observed)  
a. Voting Members: Traci Penman, George Wood, George Quebbeman, Nick Toronto, 

Maegan Alford, Jennifer Dunn; quorum present (6 of 8) 
b. Absent: Rayco Branch, Pallavi Lal, Wanda Wright 
c. Non-Voting Member(s) present: Juli Newman substituting for Wanda Wright 

3. Initial Call for Public Comment on Agendized and Non-Agendized Items (two-minute limit per 
speaker/topic)  

a. None 

4. Acknowledgments/Introductions (Open Floor for Council Members) 
a. Jennifer Dunn thanked administration for a wonderful school year. 
b. Juli Newman thanked the parents, Advisory Council, and administration for their efforts. 

5. Old Business (actual visitation order to be determined by the Chair)  
a. Review/Approval of April 22 meeting minutes (online here) 

i. Maegan Alford offered a motion to approve the minutes as written. George Wood 
seconded. Minutes approved by unanimous vote. 

b. Discuss School Governing Board Committee membership and/or role changes, with actions 
as warranted – Executive Board 
i. Juli Newman reported that Rayco Branch has resigned from Advisory Council. This 

change results in two open AC seats being available. 
c. Status Check of Strategic Plan – Continue discussions on specific strategy areas, and seek to 

call for specific motions where applicable and appropriate 
i. Review Progress on Three Key Goals (e.g. survey results action) – Administration 
 No update. 

ii. Review High School Planning Status – Administration 
 No update. 

d. Discuss Monte Carlo Night Status – Final Report - Event Coordinator(s) 
i. Juli Newman reported a net profit of $23k after expenses; mentioned early work on a 

January 2016 targeted golf-themed fundraiser event, potentially at Camelback Golf 
Club. 

e. Discuss Length of Uniform Shorts/Skorts/Skirts (above the knee) – Maegan Alford 
i. Members reviewed the new dress code policy regarding hemlines for shorts, skorts, 

and skirts. Juli Newman reported the AC-recommended policy had been adopted 
with just one edit: skirts changed from 1” above knee to 2”, in front. After brief 
discussion, the council membership acknowledged their acceptance. Subject closed. 

f. Discuss Student cell-phone policy on campus – Maegan Alford 
i. Juli Newman reported that the proposed student cell-phone policy proposal was 

reviewed by the Executive Board, who captured its essence and rewrote it. The 
version Juli presented was found, after AC membership discussion, to be acceptable. 
Subject closed. 

g. Discuss Additional Paperwork Fee(s) – Maegan Alford 
i. Juli Newman reported that the AC-recommended Special Paperwork processing 

policy was accepted by the Executive Board. An AC membership review of the 
current verbiage led to a minor change resulting in unanimous acceptance. Subject 
closed. 

6. New Business (actual visitation order to be determined by the Chair)  

http://www.montessoriacademyaz.org/_board/2014-2015/Minutes_2015-04-22_APPROVED.pdf


a. Discuss Initial DRAFT 2015-2016 Budget Planning – Juli Newman 
i. Juli Newman presented multi-page Excel spreadsheet with hardcopy to the audience, 

with an approximately 3.5% increase over the prior year’s budget. Minor initial 
discussions were held among the AC membership with no contentious issues. Next 
draft if due at next AC meeting, working toward approval ahead of July.  

7. Final Call for Public Comment on Agendized and Non-Agendized Items (two-minute limit per 
speaker/topic) 

i. Juli Newman there was a campus sustainability design/plan in hand, to be factored in 
facilities efforts going forward.  

ii. Krista Cross recognized Juli Newman and other members of the MA team for filling in 
gaps and rising to the occasion with regard to Wanda Wright’s April 1 departure as 
Vice Principal.  

8. Set date for next School Governing Board Committee meeting. (typically 3rd Weds of a month) 
a. After discussion, Maegan Alford offered a motion to schedule the next meeting for June 

17. George Wood seconded. Approved unanimously. 
9. Adjournment 

a. Maegan Alford offered a motion to adjourn. George Wood seconded. Approved 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 6:39pm. 

 
The next Advisory Council meeting will be held June 17, 2015 at 5:30pm at 6050 N Invergordon Rd, Paradise Valley, 
AZ 85253, in Room 11 or other such accommodations as may be appropriate. If members interested in attending 
desire telephone call-in information, please submit such request in writing to the Secretary at least 48 hours prior 
to the meeting time so that we may ensure a quorum, to the extent possible. 
 
Submitted by Traci Penman, Secretary  
Revision “A”: June 12, 2015 


