
MONTESSORI ACADEMY, INC. 
SCHOOL GOVERNING BOARD COMMITTEE MEETING 

(aka Advisory Council (AC) Meeting) 
6050 N Invergordon Rd 

Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 
January 15, 2014 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 5:31pm by Acting Chairperson George 
Quebbeman. 

2. Attendance was taken and a quorum was determined to be present. 
• Members Present: Maegan Alford, Nancy Washburn, George Quebbeman, Traci 

Penman, George Wood, Rayco Branch (later welcomed as new AC member) 
• Members Absent: Mary Martiniak 
• Standing Guest Member: Wanda Wright 
• Public Guests: Juli Newman, Krista Cross 

3. Acknowledgments: Maegen Alford acknowledged the Administration for their forward 
thinking with regard to the Solar Electric project; George Quebbeman acknowledged the 
Administration for their Open Door policy with regard to entertaining new ideas and 
accepting bad news as well as good news without pre-ordained judgment. 

4. Old Business: 
 Approval of November 20 meeting minutes 

o Maegan Alford offered a motion to approve the draft minutes, Nancy Washburn 
seconded; approved unanimously. 

 Status Check of Strategic Plan – Review of progress on Nov  20 motion to 
provide a draft analysis completed by MA Administration, for Advisory Council 
review – Juli Newman was recognized as member of Executive Board, discussed 
ideas for the Administration team to review and present at a future meeting. G.Wood 
asked if the plans would include discussion of High School. Maegan Alford offered a 
motion to table further discussion until future meeting; G.Wood seconded. Motion to 
table approved unanimously. 

 Discuss School Governing Board Committee candidates, new member(s), and 
future officer elections, with actions as warranted – Executive Board – Juli 
Newman was recognized as member of Executive Board, who spoke to that board’s 
nomination of Rayco Branch as newest member of the Advisory Council, as of this 
meeting. Rayco was present at the meeting, and recognized as a member of this 
council. After brief discussion of future council seat nominations and potential offer 
elections, George Quebbeman offered a motion to table further discussion on this 
ongoing topic to a future meeting. G.Wood seconded. Motion to table approved 
unanimously. 

 Discussion of Fall Festival Event Outcome – Final Results of Event as 
Fundraiser for future planning input – Looking toward the future – Wanda 
Wright reported the event cleared just $1500. Event was enjoyable but better vendor 
profit split is proposed for future iterations. An event map is also suggested as being 
useful for patrons to better cover all possible stations, and the separation of the talent 
show to different event was discussed. Observation: Fall Festival is currently more of 
a break-even marketing opportunity than a money-earner, but additional funds intake 
methods should be investigated. Discussion was closed. 



 Discussion of 2013 AZ Tax Credit donation – Final Results Tally of 
Contributions – Looking toward the future – Nancy Washburn reported total take 
of $23k. Juli Newman, from the Corporate Board was recognized for input. No event 
chair has been named, which should be remedied in future years. Additional 
fundraiser events in support of the AZ Tax Credit were discussed and should be 
reviewed for future years, incl: arts event, grandparent involvement, partnership with 
BGCMP, etc. 

 
5. New Business: 
 Facilitate the ability of Executive Board members to participate in Advisory 

Council discussion during meetings when recognized – All – After introducing the 
discussion topic, George Quebbeman suggested a motion to allow members of the 
Executive Board (who may be present) to speak to issues before this council after 
specific name and purpose recognition by the Chairperson, provided a concise time 
limit is observed. Maegan Alford offered said motion. Nancy Washburn seconded. 
Motion passed 5 to 1, and will become accepted practice subject to observation of the 
agreed parameters by all parties. 

 Discuss adding khaki and tan as approved School Uniform colors – Executive 
Board – Wanda Wright opened discussion on changing the outerwear requirements 
within the uniform policy. George Wood offered a motion to add tan and khaki. 
Maegan Alford seconded. Motion approved unanimously. Wanda Wright to provide 
draft write-up for future review and publication. 

 Discussion of Monte Carlo Night (April 5) planning and volunteers  - Executive 
Board – Juli Newman was recognized as member of the Executive Board to speak to 
the status of this annual fundraising event. General Q&A was undertaken, with no 
specific actions required from this council. 

 Status Report on MA Solar Electric project – Wanda Wright – Wanda Wright 
reported the solar electric project is now in place with final inspections pending wrap-
up of selected punch-list items. 186 panels have been installed with all wiring and 
related conduit, panels, and connectors in place. An APS final inspection is pending 
to enable the system for power generation.  

 Introduction of CIPA-compliance topic and actions under way – GQ – A short 
presentation and narrative were presented to the Council by George Quebbeman, 
speaking in his role as an IT Administrator for the school, introducing the subject of 
CIPA compliance to the members present, and indicating that further information 
would be presented to this Council, the Executive Board, and the MA community in 
coming months. 

6. Final Call for Public Comment 
 No comments from members of the public. Wanda Wright commented that this 

was a good, effective meeting as to scope of information shared, decisions made, 
and time spent. 

7. Set date for next School Governing Board Committee meeting. 
 Board members discussed and agreed March 19, 5:30pm for next School 

Governing Board Committee meeting. George Wood moved to set next meeting 
as March 19. Maegan Alford seconded. Approved unanimously. 

8. Adjournment  
 George Wood offered a motion to adjourn, Maegan Alford seconded. By 

unanimous approval, the meeting was adjourned at 6:31 pm.  
  



The next Advisory Council meeting will be held March 19, 2014 at 5:30pm at 6050 N 
Invergordon Rd, Paradise Valley, AZ 85253, in the Science Lab (Room 11) or other such 
accommodations as may be appropriate. If members interested in attending desire telephone call-
in information, please submit such request in writing to the Secretary at least 48 hours prior to 
the meeting time so that we may ensure a quorum, to the extent possible. 
 
Submitted by Traci Penman, Secretary 
Revision “A”: March 17, 2014 
 


