
MONTESSORI ACADEMY, INC. 

TOWN HALL MEETING 

6050 N Invergordon Rd. 
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 

February 20, 2013 

6:35 PM 

 

PRESENT: JULI NEWMAN, KRISTA CROSS, GEORGE WOOD, WANDA WRIGHT, 

MAEGAN ALFORD, ANGIE NELSON, NANCY WASHBURN, EMILIE BAGGETT, KIM 

EDWARDS, LISA PAIN,  DAN CLARKE, JULIE GILDERSLEEVE, TRACI PENMAN, 

GEORGE QUEBBEMAN, MARY MARTINIAK 

 
1.  Meeting began at 6:35. 

2.  Items that were discussed: 

a. Senior Elementary parents were concerned that the price of the Big Trip had not been 
finalized and the information about the itinerary had not been communicated. Also 

the parents want to know what credits have been earned by their students to 
understand what the cost actually will be. 

b.  A question was asked about the college that is visited during the big trip.  Mrs. Alford 

explained that they will visit an Arizona University.  It will be chosen as the itinerary 
is finalized.  

c. A request was made to have a homework page by grade by class on the website. This 

will make it easier for parents to keep up with homework.  
d.  iPads will be distributed to each classroom.  A parent asked what they will be used 

for.  Ms Cross explained that there are fun learning apps that can be used to help the 

students with extra learning. For example, a math app has children do arithmetic in a 
timed setting which has increased the passing rate for the math minutes test.  

e. Ms Newman explained that we have a grant writer that will write grants for free.  He 
will find grants for Montessori Academy and Fountain Hills Montessori.  He will 

write grant requests for both schools.  

f. A suggestion of having Paradise Valley PD available with speed camera to monitor 
traffic during carline times.  Mrs. Newman said she would work with the town to see 

if that could happen.  

g.  A description of all of the school events and the purpose of each of them would be 
helpful to parents who do not know what they are and why we do them. For example 

what is Mercado? What is its purpose? What is the Timeline of life? What is its 
purpose? Why do we do Big Trips? A page on the website will be dedicated to 

explaining the events.  

h.  The Mercado should be re-evaluated to ensure that the students understand the true 
spirit of the marketplace.  Contracts should be reviewed to make sure the businesses 

are unique and special.  

i.  A parent asked if the students could create a newspaper that would document the 
events year round.  It would be very helpful if the parents would like to see this that a 

volunteer create the program for execution as an after school program. 

j.  An explanation of tutorial would also be helpful.  Parents do not understand when 
they are required. If students are invited to tutorials, the teacher is asking them to stay 

to do some extra work or finish required work.  There is no cost if the student is 
invited. If a student stays in tutorials because they want to, the cost is $10.00.  



k.  A parent suggested that it would be very helpful to send the weekly chore list home 

so that parents can support teachers in explaining how to do the chores.  
l.  When teachers change, the parents would like the information as soon as possible. 

m.  A parent asked that the rubric for essays be sent home so that parents their students 

meet the requirements in the rubric.  
n.  A parent asked if violin lessons could be offered as an afterschool program.  

Administration agreed and will look into providing an after-school strings music 
program. 

o. We will check in with the Music teacher to ensure our standards are being met, 
balancing those standards with fun for the students!  

p.  Our Art teacher was thrilled to hear that our parents are interested in her art 
concepts and ongoing projects. She is working on a weekly update letter.  

3.  Meeting adjourned at 7:35  
 
 
Submitted by Wanda A. Wright  


